
Gaslit Nation Transcript
18 October 2023
“Israel and Palestine: A Political Solution”
https://www.patreon.com/posts/israel-and-91189984

[advertisement]

[opening clip]

Ali Velshi:

Let's make one thing clear: Israel has a right to exist and to defend itself. That is an indisputable fact. But
so do Palestinians, and that's a fact that's often ignored. Palestinians are, at best, third class citizens in
the nation of their birth. The idea that it's even remotely controversial to call what Israel has imposed on
Palestinians a form of apartheid is laughable.

Ali Velshi:

One look at a current map of Israel, Gaza and the occupied territories conjures up only one other
example: apartheid-era South Africa. The Israeli government on an ongoing basis declares parcels of land
on which Palestinians live to be either of military or archeological importance, causing residents to be
evicted. Sometimes there's a court case and almost always the Palestinians lose. Yet months or weeks
later, that same important land suddenly becomes home to a brand new Israeli settlement. As more and
more Jewish settlers take over land on which Arabs live, the occupied West Bank becomes de facto more
Israeli and, in the explicit hopes of the Israeli government, more Jewish. This is a longstanding attempt
and a deliberate attempt to force Arabs who have lived in that land sometimes for hundreds of years out.
It's an attempt to dilute their presence because to have Arabs as full participants is in the opinion of the
Israeli government and their courts diluting Israel.

Ali Velshi (00:01:50):

Just prior to the pandemic, I toured many of the contested areas and homes from which Arabs are being
pushed out, both in Israel proper and in the occupied territories. Palestinians don't control the important
parts of their lives. Palestinian families are refused permits to build or renovate their homes. When they
connect their homes to the municipal water supply, Israeli soldiers sometimes cut the pipes. When they
attempt to harness solar energy because their homes are not on the grid, Israeli soldiers literally come
and remove solar panels from their homes. I spent an hour and a half traveling alongside an elderly
Palestinian woman who was being transferred between three ambulances from Gaza, to the no man's
land in between, and then into Israel to get cancer treatment. Three ambulances over the course of one
mile, more than an hour to cross the border—that's how Gazans live; without medical treatment
because Israel prevents it; without electricity much of the time because Israel prevents it; without the
ability to fish in the Mediterranean Ocean because Israel prevents it; without an airport or a seaport
because Israel prevents it.

Ali Velshi (00:02:53):

Like Israelis, Palestinians also have a right to exist and to defend themselves, but there is no one willing
to help them do that; not the Israeli courts and not the US government. What the US also shares with
Israel is the belief that Hamas (the political party that governs Gaza) is a terrorist organization that calls
for the destruction of Israel. Hamas is supported by the majority of Palestinians in Gaza. Hamas may not
be in the best long-term interests of the Gazans, but peace hasn't really worked out for them. Faced with
an Israeli government which pens them into what has been called “the world's largest open-air prison,”
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they have chosen a government that most of us wouldn't prefer; one that is not given to negotiation and
moderation and respect for its neighbor. Israel needs a new approach to the Palestinians and America
needs a new approach to Israel. After more than seven decades of not just being deprived of land from
which they were evicted, Palestinian frustration runs deep. It may be worth going deeper than what you
may hear inside your bubble and understanding the depth to which the Palestinian people are subject to
apartheid in their own land, deprived of basic necessities, and subject to relentless civil rights violations.

[end opening clip, transition music up and under)

Andrea Chalupa (00:04:05):

Welcome to the most fucked up episode of Gaslit Nation ever. If you feel that you're out of tears because
you've been crying so much, if you're having nightmares, this is the place for you. We're going to sort
through everything and we're going to try to assure our shared safety as much as possible because there
is so much disinformation out there and it's being compounded by a trauma response from people from
all sides. I want to state up front what my position is so there's no moral ambiguity or whatever, and I
understand that a lot of my listeners—Jewish, Palestinian—you are living right now wherever you are in
the world feeling that you have a target on you. We saw that with a landlord having so much hate and
ignorance in him that he stabbed a child dozens of times. Then we have the terrorist attacks.

Andrea Chalupa (00:04:59):

That was a terrorist attack, what happened in Illinois. And then you have other terrorist attacks, what
happened in Europe. Then you have coalitions of people fighting for human rights and democracy in
Ukraine who now feel torn apart by this crisis and growing war and genocide. You have coalitions of
people who normally work together side by side who need to fight Trump, who are the front lines of
American human rights, who feel torn apart because of this US taxpayer-funded genocide in Israel
against Gaza. So how do we stay grounded? How do we stay united? We hold space for each other. We
allow each other to grieve. We try to be patient with ourselves and others. And we give each other time
to build nuance in the conversation and hear the different voices we should be listening to right now and
getting moral leadership from right now because we're sure as hell not getting it from our elected
officials.

Andrea Chalupa (00:05:58):

So please understand this is an episode of me not only working through my own grief alongside with
you. I'm going to be amplifying the voices of Palestinians. I'm going to be amplifying the voices of Israelis,
including those who were directly victimized by what Hamas did. And I want to say upfront, as somebody
who has based my entire life, my career off of Ukraine's own resistance for freedom and resistance
movements—and I understand this isn't apples and oranges, right? I understand—but as somebody who
is trying to survive right now in this moment of history and raise children in this moment of history, I
want to be very clear on where I stand. And it's consistent. It's very consistent, since the very start of the
show and throughout my entire upbringing, being raised with anti-war protests as a child against the first
Iraq war and immediately making a career decision to become a community organizer straight out of
college to protest the second Iraq war.

Andrea Chalupa (00:06:54):

So my position is very, very clear, and it's for all to see and it's always been there. And very strong points
of views are going to come together in this episode and it's all going to come back to the one whole
truth, which is nonviolent resistance is badass. It's tough, it's strong, it's fearless, and it works. And it is
why we open the Gaslit Nation Action Guide at gaslitnationpod.com with the memoir of Martin Luther
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King Jr., Stride Toward Freedom. Stay with this show. Listen to the voices amplified in this episode
because they're the ones who are leading the way right now who we have to pay attention to. They're
begging us not to have their loved ones being killed in vain. They need to be heard. We need to hear
these people. So that is what this episode is about today. And as always, if I get anything wrong, if I need
added context to anything I'm saying, please, please continue civilly commenting on this.

Andrea Chalupa (00:07:53):

You can find us on Patreon, on Mastodon, on Spoutible, on BlueSky, on Threads, on Instagram. I know I'm
spending a lot of time right now on Twitter and I'm trying to wean myself off, but that's because the
voices of Gaza—or close to Gaza—are there, right? So that's why I'm really pulled back in there at the
moment. But if you're trying to get off Twitter, I bless you for that. Keep staying off and I will find you
there. So wherever you're most comfortable, that's where you can comment and you can also email
gaslitnation@gmail.com. I'm reading everything that you're sending me in regards to this crisis. It's a
moral crisis for the world. It is a nightmare. It is a nightmare, what we're going through. Obviously it's a
nightmare for the people… I mean the helplessness that we feel, right? Why can't this fucking be
stopped right now?

Andrea Chalupa (00:08:44):

So we're going to go through all of that. So just give me time to make the points that need to be made.
This is a nuanced zone. It's a nuanced zone and if I make a mistake given the fog of war, the
disinformation out there, if I make a mistake, look to the show notes. Look to the show notes. They are
on the Patreon page for this week's episode or on the website for the show, gaslitnationpod.com. If
there's a correction or needed context there, I'll put it there for every episode. [deep breath] So let's get
through this together. So our opening clip, of course, was MSNBC News anchor Ali Velshi, who has long
done some of the best reporting on both the crisis in Ukraine and now Gaza in Israel. Ali Velshi was
raised by Indian parents who escaped apartheid South Africa due to its oppression.

Andrea Chalupa (00:09:36):

I did not know that until this crisis. This episode will focus on the genocide and Gaza, the chaos in Israel,
and the much-needed historical context to the crisis that cannot be solved militarily. This crisis cannot be
solved militarily. And how do we build a meaningful path to a political solution? That's what we're going
to be looking at through amplifying these different voices from the Palestinian side and the Israeli side in
this episode. And again, listeners' comments I welcome and encourage and will be reading the other
comments that come in. I want to go back to Ali Velshi. There were reports that Velshi and other Muslim
anchors that MSNBC had been sidelined. MSNBC denied those reports and the Muslim journalists
continue to appear on air. No doubt, there must be some truth in those rumors. Perhaps they were told
to tone it down.

Andrea Chalupa (00:10:31):

I have heard from an insider at MSNBC that the network has become more conservative lately, and we've
certainly seen that with the firing of some of their most essential journalists who happen to be Black. We
lost Zerlina Maxwell from MSNBC. She's amazing. She gave me a platform during the very early hours of
Russia's total war genocide against Ukraine. It was on Zerlina Maxwell's platform that I came out and told
everyone, “This is genocide.” And I amplified the voices of my friends, Ukrainian journalists on the
ground. Zerlina Maxwell gave me the power to do that, and now she's gone from MSNBC when we need
her most. We need her most because she's somebody that amplified the early warning systems, the
marginalized voices. And Ukrainians for so long had been misunderstood and erased through the
Moscow lens that dominates the think tank world, the academic world and so on.

Andrea Chalupa (00:11:29):



We also lost Tiffany Cross, another essential journalist who happens to be Black. She used to have her
own show. She'd have Sarah on quite often. That is a danger to all of us that we have lost these
extraordinary journalists from MSNBC who happen to be Black at a time of rising fascism in America
when our history is built on non-white voices being brutally scapegoated and genocided, right? And so
now here we are. So I do trust the rumors that the Muslim journalists of MSNBC had some pressure put
on them because they've been doing some honest, extraordinary reporting that is bringing greater
healing and much-needed historical context that if more people were aware of the true history of what
the Palestinians have been through, maybe that would've led to an actual ceasefire and saved lives. That
is why understanding history is so important, and I firmly stand on that.

Andrea Chalupa (00:12:27):

There have been reports of analysts and activists highlighting the genocide of Palestinians by Israel and
providing much-needed historical record, historical context have been shadow banned from social media
platforms like Instagram. They lost invitations. Their invitations to speak at events and to media have
been rescinded. There is an overall feeling of a blackout, a media blackout of many of these experts. And
of course we're seeing protests supporting Palestinian liberation being brutally confronted by police in
Europe and elsewhere. And I want to make very clear to my Israeli listeners, to the Jewish community: I
do not think what Hamas did—and I'm going to go into why, because I know I got heat from this from
some of our listeners—I do not believe that Hamas is justified. I do not believe Hamas is justified at all. I
don't believe terror. I don't believe the murder…
Andrea Chalupa (00:13:19):

What Hamas did to those Israeli civilians is what Russia, what Russian soldiers do to Ukrainian civilians.
What Israel is doing to civilians in Gaza is what the Russian military does to Mariupol. Just levels it. It's
Russia versus Russia. It's genocide versus genocide right now and it needs to stop. The world needs to
raise up your voice and demand a cease fire now, demand accountability now. Demand that the
Palestinians that were forced from their homes in Gaza are allowed to come back and are given
resources from the world to rebuild their homes and live safely. And we have to demand that we amplify
the voices on both sides that want to work together to create a peaceful solution because they are there.
They're made invisible by the hysteria, by the extremes, by the United States not investing in them and
so on. So we're going to go through all this. I have so much to say. I want to just pour it all out right now,
but I have structured this so we get to the voices who matter most, and those are the people in Gaza…
[gets choked up]

Andrea Chalupa (00:14:25):

Those are the people in Gaza right now because of what they're going through, and that is [inaudible]. I
want to speak specifically about the children of Gaza because half of Gaza are children. Children matter
very much in the context of genocide, as Jews and Ukrainians know very well. The mothers and fathers
of Gaza today are the grandchildren of the Palestinians brutally displaced in 1948 with the founding of
Israel. It was an ethnic cleansing that displaced around half of the population, sending around 700,000+
people into exile where they were forced to live in underserved refugee camps. This is known as the
Nakba, which means “the catastrophe” in Arabic. To have children or not have children is anyone's right
to decide for themselves. For those undergoing genocide or are descended from groups that survive
genocide, having children feels especially important. Among Ukrainians today, I see Ukrainian friends
saying that they decided to have a child.

Andrea Chalupa (00:15:32):

They thought they were done having children or they never imagined themselves becoming parents, but
they decided to have a child because Russia is carrying out a genocide in Ukraine, killing people just for



being Ukrainian. That's something that people from groups targeted for genocide understand. “They
want to erase us. Well, here we are. We live. We defy death. We live.” Living, staying alive is its own act
of resistance when you come from a group targeted for genocide. So those children in Gaza represent
hope and the righting of a historical wrong, and now they're being slaughtered because Israel sees them
as terrorist children. They're children. Today, there is a new Nakba. Israel is doing to Gaza again what
Russia did to Mariupol: leveling it to the ground with bombs. It doesn't matter who the people of Gaza
voted for or how they feel about Hamas, just like it didn't matter that so many Ukrainians across Donbas
in Ukraine's East supported Russia before the war, or only spoke Russian, or felt more Russian culturally.

Andrea Chalupa (00:16:43):

People are without food, water, electricity, medicine. The cruel joke that they were given 24 hours to
evacuate only worsened the humanitarian crisis. Imagine your grandmother or your mother is on oxygen
24 hours a day. They went through covid. Their lungs are fucked. They need to be on a machine to
breathe. They're strapped to machines getting cancer treatment and they're told they need to evacuate.
To where? How? The roads are bombed. Entire neighborhoods are bombed to rubble. Generations of
families killed. No fuel for ambulances. People call for ambulances, but the ambulances cannot come.
There are no ambulances, okay? And if you're thinking this is some Hamas propaganda, listen to the
words later in this episode from Israelis themselves, including those who survived Hamas' terrorist
attack. And I want to emphasize again, this has been going on for years, including Israelis being
incentivized by the state to literally steal the houses of Palestinians while they're still living in them. That
is something that Russians are currently doing to Ukrainians. The Russian military literally put out a
recruitment video calling for Russians to sign up to fight in the genocide of Ukraine so that they can steal
the homes and land of Ukrainians. Here's a clip of this happening a few years ago in occupied East
Jerusalem of a Jewish settler—who sounds pretty American—stealing the home of a Palestinian.

[begin audio clip]

Palestinian Woman (00:18:16):

You are stealing my house.

Jewish Settler:

And if I don't steal it, someone else is going to steal it.

Palestinian Woman:

No. No one is allowed to steal it. Jacob, you know this is not your house.

Jewish Settler:

Yes, but if I go, you don't go back. So what's the problem? What are you yelling at me? I didn't do this. I
didn't do this.

Palestinian Woman:

But you—
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Jewish Settler:

It's easy to yell at me, but I didn't do this.

[end clip]

Andrea Chalupa (00:18:37):

Who is going to stand up to this? The most heroic people right now are the doctors in Gaza who refuse
to leave their patients, who tend to newborn babies. They are the ones who should win… [pauses to
collect self]. They are the ones who should win the Nobel Peace Prize. They are the ones who carry out
their duties as doctors to heal the injured, to try to heal the shock—patients coming in with injuries,
including shock—while their own families are dying. There are so many videos online of doctors in the
chaos of the hospitals in Gaza learning that their loved ones have been killed. That's Gaza right now. I'm
going to play a clip of Dr. Ghassan Abu-Sitta, a doctor with the emergency humanitarian group, Doctors
Without Borders.

[begin audio clip]

Dr. Abu-Sitta (00:19:26):

It's absolutely horrendous. The bodies are stacked up. People are too afraid to bury their dead. I had to
evacuate [inaudible] hospital yesterday when the Israeli army warned that it was going to target the
hospital and the hospital had two hours to evacuate. We made sure that the patients were in
ambulances and then we left. When you drive by one of the targeted buildings, there's this stench of
decaying bodies. They're no longer able to take the bodies out from underneath the rubble. We drove
past the Indonesian hospital, and as you pass by the morgue, there are piles of bodies just wrapped in
shrouds and put against the corner because the morgue is overflowing. And the same in the morgue
here at Shifa Hospital. Pending public health catastrophe at Shifa Hospital, there are thousands if not
tens of thousands of people who have flocked to the hospital. They're sleeping in the grounds. They're
sleeping on the corridors, between the patient beds, in the wards. People are absolutely terrified. And so
they think this is the safest place. One of our plastic surgery colleagues, a lovely man whom I'd worked
with since the 2009 war, just went to escort his sister to his house where 30 of his family members had
stayed. He decided to stay with them overnight, and at one o'clock he was killed with all of his family.

[end clip]

Andrea Chalupa (00:20:55):

Ceasefire now. Ceasefire now. What is the point of a humanitarian corridor without a ceasefire?
Ceasefire now. You cannot put a bandaid on a genocide. Ceasefire now. Like Russia is its own worst
enemy, Israel is its own worst enemy. Like the US unites the world in standing up to Russian fascism, the
US must unite the world in stopping Israel's ethnic cleansing of Palestinians. Instead, we're funding it.
We're going to go into the chaos of Israel, the US response later. First, I want to look at the history of the
Nakba, and for that I'm going to bring in a story of someone you've often heard about on this show over
many years, including recently, and that is my historical mentor, Dorothy Thompson, the journalist who
took on Hitler. She was an original Nazi hunter. If you want to know how I get out of bed in the morning,
how I make it through the day, where I find the courage and inner strength to continue doing the show
instead of curling up in a ball, it's because I cling to the hand of my historical mentor, Dorothy Thompson.
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Andrea Chalupa (00:22:02):

Dorothy Thompson was the first woman to run a major international press bureau in the world. And she
was based initially in Vienna. She covered the rise of Hitler. She interviewed Hitler. She wrote a profile of
him for Cosmopolitan Magazine, laughing at him. And when he came to power, he never forgot it. One of
the first things he did was he expelled her from the country. This was a huge shocking event. Hitler,
Goebbels, they were so obsessed with her, they were so afraid of her that they had their own unit
dedicated to her; tracking her, creating propaganda against her. She regroups, goes to New York City and
gets a column, gets a radio show, and she uses that platform relentlessly to fight the Nazis, not only in
Europe, but on the home front. She takes on Charles Lindbergh. She takes on the isolationist Republican
Party. She takes on America's own apathy and pocketbook issues in the elections at a time when most
Americans polled are blaming the Jews for what the Nazis are doing to them, at a time where Jewish
refugees are being turned away and sent back to their deaths.

Andrea Chalupa (00:23:14):

So she was writing articles humanizing Jewish people for the average American and fighting for them.
She stayed on air for weeks covering the Nazi and Soviet invasion of Poland. When a young Jewish kid
dared to walk into the German embassy in Paris and shoot and kill a Nazi official, and then he was
arrested and disappeared, she rallied to his aid, raising money and used that shock moment to, again,
humanize people who were trapped in a genocide. And part of the cage of the genocide they're in, it
wasn't just the bars of the concentration camps or the trains or the gas chambers. They were barred in,
they were locked in through the world’s silence, the heaviness of the world's silence. And that's what she
fought against. And she became so effective that she became an advisor to FDR, to Churchill, she met
with the Queen.

Andrea Chalupa (00:24:10):

She also brought world powers together who did not want these Jewish refugees. They were openly
anti-Semitic against them, but she made the case that they had to do something for all of the countless
displaced people; that they had to build structures, they had to get ready now, they had to win a just
peace now. She did that. She fought for refugees. She turned her farm in Vermont into a refugee camp.
And she was married to the great American author, the first American to win the Nobel Prize for
literature, Sinclair Lewis who wrote, of course, the classic, It Can't Happen Here, about the rise of an
American Hitler, the early Trump. And where did he get the idea for that book? From his wife, Dorothy
Thompson. And so she was very at first pro Israel. She believed this idea that there had to be a state for
the Jews, that they had to have a place for self-defense, to protect themselves, because she saw
firsthand how no one wanted them.

Andrea Chalupa (00:25:08):

She saw firsthand. She fought against all that. And so she was first in favor of this. And then she visited
Palestine. And what happened was she saw that around half the population of Palestinians who had
been living there had been brutally, brutally displaced, had been ethnically cleansed, pushed out of the
country. And that is a horrible, horrible genocide known among Palestinians as the Nakba, which is the
Arabic word for catastrophe. And she was part of a documentary. Dorothy Thompson appears in a
documentary. It's only 12 minutes. The UN has it on its website. I’ll link to it in the notes. You could
watch it. It was made in 1950, so the sound is not great. I apologize for that. But here you can hear
Dorothy Thompson's own voice in this trailer for a documentary called Sands of Sorrow, all about the
displacement, the mass displacement and the ethnic cleansing of Palestinians. This was filmed in Gaza,
Jerusalem, the West Bank, and Jordan. And again, I apologize for the sound. It's from 1950. We'll play the
trailer now where you can hear Dorothy Thompson herself.
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[begin audio clip]

Dorothy Thompson (00:26:12):

I'm Dorothy Thompson and I have been asked to introduce Sands of Sorrow. No film can convey the icy
winds from Mount Hermon as they blow upon [inaudible], or the rains that turn dwellings into mud
holes in the rainy season in Lebanon.

Voiceover (00:26:47):

The Palestine Arab refugees are struggling for survival. Three quarters of a million displaced human
beings are dependent upon charity for their very existence. This is an open-air distribution conducted by
the Egyptian army, which now controls and administers the territory south of Palestine known as the
Gaza Strip. In this narrow area of sand along the Mediterranean, there are 250,000 refugees herded into
a space only 22 miles long and five miles wide. Whatever they draw, they take back to their families; a
blanket, soap, a little rice, the means to keep warm, wash and ward off disease. In the two years before
the United Nations solely assumed the task of caring for these displaced people, relief distribution was
organized and administered by such world famed organizations as the International Red Cross and the
American Friends Service Committee. Many refugees like the dignified man in the black jacket are
college educated graduates of American and Arab universities in Cairo and Beirut.

Voiceover (00:27:51):

The population of the little town of Bethlehem has been swollen by 43,000 refugees who formerly lived
in Jaffa, Haifa and other cities to the north. The Church of the Nativity is but a short distance from two
large refugee camps whose occupants are as poverty stricken and helpless as those in desert camps. This
is the Church of All Nations. Not far from it is an outstanding example that the spirit of charity still lives.
This building is the Dar el Tifl orphanage for homeless Arab refugee children. For 300 years it had been
the ancestral home of Ms. Hind Husseni. She converted her home into a temporary sanctuary for 125
boys and girls, both Muslim and Christian. And to them all, she's mother, father, teacher, and provide. On
past the Mount of Temptation from 45,000 of them stopping exhausted to remain on until this day in
camps near the Jordan River. This is a problem which cries out to the civilized world for a quick, a
humanitarian, a permanent solution.

Dorothy Thompson (00:29:03):

These refugees who today number not for 750,000 mentioned in the film but fully a million are a proper
charge upon the United Nations and upon ourselves who helped create them. Relief in itself is of course
no solution, but without relief there will be only one solution. Starvation. And without more than mere
starvation, there are likely to be ugly political consequences.

[end audio clip]

Andrea Chalupa (00:29:34):

Dorothy Thompson is vindicated—painfully vindicated—by history. And one thing that to her is she went
from being a superstar. She was on par with Eleanor Roosevelt. She was on the cover of Time. She was
praised by all sorts of world leaders and what happened to her was that she was sidelined. Her career
went away because of how outspoken she was for the Palestinian people. People even slandered her and
called her anti-Semitic, which obviously could not be further from the truth. And again, history
vindicated her because here we are with a second Nakba happening. And it's dangerous to us here at
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home. So if you're somebody that is so tired of hearing about this issue, I cannot relate to that at all. But
if you're somebody that is purely motivated through self-interest, and let's say you are an American and
you want to live in democracy; you don't ever want to experience what it's like firsthand to live in a
dictatorship.

Andrea Chalupa (00:30:30):

I'm telling you: it is in your own pure selfish interest to demand a ceasefire, that Israel stops all hostilities
and not just minimizes civilian casualties but just stop, ceasefire of the people of Gaza, and that a
political solution is prioritized and that voices from both sides who are calling for that are amplified and
are invested in and are protected, including giving security guarantees by a democratic alliance, right?
Biden did this before with Ukraine. He could do it now to end the genocide of Palestinians and to get
people on a path back to dignity. Okay? And again, we're going to go through a solution portion of this
discussion later, but in your own self-interest, this is important because what is happening is, as I warned
a couple weeks ago, I said, “Look at Cop City.” There's a big grassroots movement trying to stop Cop City
in Georgia.

Andrea Chlaupa (00:31:24):

It is going to be the Standing Rock. Remember what Standing Rock did in 2016. It demoralized a lot of
would-be Clinton voters in those very… That was a big issue. Standing Rock hung over everything in
2016. And now in 2024, yes, we have Cop City, but now we have on top of that the genocide of
Palestinians and people are going to stay home when they should be voting in states that are going to be
so close in the electoral college. So if you do not want Trump to win—wherever you stand on this issue, if
you do not want Trump to win, because he right now is barreling to be the Republican candidate, if you
want to make sure we can protect democracy in 2024 and keep the Republicans from winning the
electoral college, understand that if the United States doesn't form a democratic alliance to stop ethnic
cleansing, stop a genocide by Israel against Palestinians like they were able to do to protect Ukraine, to
give Ukraine a fighting chance, if we don't have that same level of international organization and unity
and moral clarity, then you're going to see a lot of people staying home.

Andrea Chalupa (00:32:29):

And we cannot blame them for that because what is happening here hurts the soul. It's a living
nightmare. The solution to a living nightmare like this is to stop further casualties, further mass murder.
And we can do that. We've seen the President of the United States give Ukraine a fighting chance and
Ukraine is kicking ass now. I know there's a lot going on in the world, but Ukraine is demolishing Russia
on so many levels. There's a lot of good news on the Ukrainian front that I haven't even had time to
update you on, but unity, unity driven by the President of the United States works. And to those who are
staunchly in the Jewish camp who think that I sound like… I don't know, whatever you think I sound like,
I promise you this is in your own best interest. There's a far-right government that has taken control of
Israel that has driven it deliberately to war.

Andrea Chalupa (00:33:18):

It's a backlash government. Within a few years—just a few years after the Oslo accords—the Israeli
prime minister who risked his life to give us the Oslo Accords who was assassinated. Just a few years
after that, Netanyahu was elected Prime Minister. Netanyahu came to power. Just like the first Black
president in the United States faced birtherism and that put a target on his family's head, and you had
that white rage backlash against him with Trump coming to power in a very close election 2016 with the
help of a mass murdering xenophobic regime, that is how Netanyahu came to power. It was a racist
backlash reactionist election, and he's entrenched himself in power through all the dark arts of trying to



become a strong man since, including aligning himself with Putin. You see a lot of world leaders right
now including a Romanian leader flocking to Israel.

Andrea Chalupa (00:34:11):

That's what leaders of state do. Zelensky wanted to come. Zelensky is the only Jewish head of state
outside of Israel, and Netanyahu told him not to come. After getting off the phone with Putin, Netanyahu
told him not to come. For now, all you need to know about the US response is that Blinken did tweet a
statement about a ceasefire, got a bunch of Republican Party blowback, and then deleted it. And while
the US has been swarming Israel and Blinken did a whole whirlwind Middle East tour, the US response is
still to let Israel go forward with lobbying 6,000 bombs in an area twice the size of Washington, DC. 6,000
is an astounding number by any standard. 6,000 in a week. And this bullshit about humanitarian
corridors and so and so on, people might hope that there's stuff happening behind the scenes but it has
to happen front and center for there to be any meaningful ceasefire. If the President of the United States
calls for a ceasefire, that will build to a ceasefire. And to the people who lean more towards Israel on
this, I want to play a clip for you to show why it's in your own self-interest that Israel stops this because
it's playing into a trap set by Hamas. And you're going to hear a clip now from the former MI6 chief, Sir
Alex Younger, talking to BBC Radio 4 today.

[begin audio clip]

Sir Alex Younger (00:35:31):

It's really obvious now that Hamas is essentially laying a trap for Israel and will be well pleased if Israel
commits itself to an open-ended, full scale ground invasion of Gaza because of the scale and intensity of
conflict that that would entail and the loss of innocent life that would inevitably follow, and the
radicalization that would engender and the extent to which it would put Israel's allies and partners in the
region in an impossible position. These are all things that basically Hamas wants. It's about reactions.
Israel's going to have to do strikes into Gaza to demonstrate its intent to assuage the expectations of the
Israeli people. But there is not, fundamentally, at the end of this, a military solution to this problem. You
cannot kill all the terrorists without creating more terrorists. And military operations of this kind very,
very rarely succeed outside some kind of political strategy.

[end audio clip]

Andrea Chalupa (00:36:37):

The other thing that I want to point out, I know that people who support Israel, they may be Israeli, they
may have some sort of cultural personal tie to the country. I know it might scare you seeing these
protests in solidarity with Palestinians saying that Israel has to go, that all of Israel has to be abolished. I
want to say to that and to everyone, land matters. History matters. I know I'm going to lose people on
this, but the reality is that the Jews were there first. They were there first and they got pushed out. And
if you think that doesn't matter, it matters. Because if you look at Ukraine's own defiance, Ukraine's own
confidence, when the whole world thought that Ukraine was going to get slaughtered by Russia, and
SNLl had that big tribute to Kyiv with all those lights and candles and people were like, “Wow, Ukraine's
fighting back.”

Andrea Chalupa (00:37:25):

Where did that confidence come from? Because Ukraine is centuries older than Russia. Ukraine actually
helped build Russia by sending over its priests, its scholars, its other intellectuals when Russia was just
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like a far out outpost. So Ukrainians grow up understanding that they have this ancient identity that ties
them to the land. And those deep ancient roots is what gave Ukraine that fighting confidence in that
moment of darkness and ultimately its survival. So we have to honor the fact that both Israelis and
Palestinians have that to this land. I know people use the word apartheid because the racist structure
that the state of Israel built is apartheid. It is very much structurally that. It is built to harass, torment,
humiliate and ultimately push people out. It's a genocidal system of dehumanization and it's evil. But
understand that the apartheid of South Africa, you know, those white people arrived there.

Andrea Chalupa (00:38:26):

Those white people, they had no tie to that land. They just showed up. Israelis have a deep tie to that
land. And as a Ukrainian, I understand that and I want to tell you that, that I understand that and I see
that. So the best compromise here for everyone is the two-state solution. And I know that sounds so far
off given the trauma response we're seeing right now and given that people right now as we're speaking
are dying in Gaza, but the best path forward is a political solution. It's the two-state solution. And as I've
always said on the show, grassroots power is the most reliable power we have left. There are grassroots
groups bringing together Israelis and Palestinians that are actively advocating for this, that are actively
advocating for peaceful resistance, for political solutions, that power sharing among Palestinians and
Israelis, including who controls the resources so they can't be destroyed and turned off by Israelis against
Palestinians.

Andrea Chalupa (00:39:27):

We need to move in that direction. Back to my mentor, Dorothy Thompson. As President Obama has
said, quoting her: In the words of the American foreign correspondent Dorothy Thompson, “It is not the
fact of liberty, but the way in which liberty is exercised that ultimately determines whether liberty itself
survives.” In other words, peace is in the process. This week's episode can be summed up with the words
of a former Gaslit Nation guest, the Palestinian writer and human rights activist, Iyad el-Baghdadi,
co-author of the book, The Middle East Crisis Factory: Tyranny, Resilience and Resistance, and co-host of
the podcast Arab Tyrant Manual. He shared this quote on Twitter, and I'm going to read from it now.
“This message was written by a Palestinian to a Jewish friend, then that Jewish friend passed it on to
Palestinian friends. I don't know the person who originally wrote it and now I'm passing it on to you.”

Andrea Chalupa (00:40:25):

“As the rhetoric becomes genocidal, root yourself in humanity. Pass it on.” And he quotes, “At these
times, I imagine that mainly people are frightened, that we are looking for safety. I have this need to
communicate that despite everything that is happening, I love you. And I love you even more and forever
I will. I open my heart, my mind, my soul to grasp you, to dedicate my life, to create a safe place for all of
us, for all of you, for me. I am here. I see you. I feel you. And I love you. And nothing that ever happens
will erase my compassion I have for you and us, or would fog my vision of each of our pure essence.”
That's it. That's the solution. That's where we start. That peace is in the process. [deep breath]

Andrea Chalupa (00:41:17):

Now I'm going to share a clip that I have to translate. This is a 19-year-old Israeli woman, a survivor of
the Hamas terrorist attack. She has the solution and what you hear in this clip, she's not alone. All across
Israel, people of all ages blame Netanyahu's government as they should, and they demand a political
solution. There's no military solution here. There needs to be a political solution. I will translate the clip
as we play it. You can find the original, the source in the show notes for this week's episode.

[begin audio clip with Andrea translating]
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19-year-old Hamas attack survivor:

Citizens of Israel, politicians, residents of Israel and abroad, I don't care who hears this. Listen to me
carefully. How am I supposed to get up in the morning knowing that 4.5 kilometers from Kibbutz Be’eri,
in Gaza, there are people from whom this event has not ended. For me, it was over after 12 hours
because there was a place to be evacuated to. I'm at the Dead Sea. Those speaking of revenge should be
ashamed. There's a lot of pain. That is true. I myself, after everything that I've been through, keep losing
so much energy every time I hear the word revenge. For people to go through what I went through and
not have anyone to extract them, it cannot be.

19-year-old Hamas attack survivor: (00:42:32):

It cannot be. And no, there can be no more. They ask this all the time: “Do you think you'll go back to the
Kibbutz after this to live there without added protection, without additional soldiers?” Don't offer up
soldiers or protection. Talk to me about a political solution. For years we've been asking for a political
solution. I'm 19 years old. I have friends who have fallen on the battlefield as soldiers over the past few
years. When they were in kindergarten, they knew what they wanted to do in the military. Am I to raise
my own children like this? Shameful, disgraceful. Am I to raise my own children and ask them when they
are five years old, “Sweetheart, what do you want to do in the military?” How much? How much loss,
how much can one endure? We, those of us who survived, are living and walking proof. And believe me,
if you are hearing this, that it can be a whole lot worse. It can. In my perspective—and this is the most
important thing for me to say right now, and it's been this way for years—when we are bombarded with
rocket missiles, it goes over our heads. It's out of our control.

19-year-old Hamas attack survivor: (00:43:42):

Not the rocket missiles. They don't go over our heads. The missiles hit just fine. Believe me. The decision
to launch missiles, that's over my head, out of my control. Bibi, Hamas, I don't care who is launching.
What I do know is that Be’eri suffers, Nahal Oz suffers, Kfar Aza, Sderot, and Gaza suffer. Believe me,
every missile launch with only 4.5 kilometers between Gaza and Be’eri causes the ground to shake the
exact same way in both places. The exact same way. This is impossible. Impossible. Now, I know there's
much anger towards Bibi because I feel it. I feel it very strongly in the moments I'm able to feel anything
at all because, as of late, that is not easy. I feel the anger because how many people—how many must
die for him? How many people must die for his ego and his personal interests? I don't know if I already
said this, but the missiles, particularly in this latest attack, even before the terrorists infiltrated, I heard
more missiles than I had heard in all my 19 years of life all at once. All at once. A lot. A whole lot. And we
immediately knew that this was war before the terrorists, before everything. We were always the first to
know, always the first to hear. We can hear it from where we are.

19-year-old Hamas attack survivor:

The missiles, the ones that hit us, feel like missiles launched by my own government because this is the
government that has abandoned me my entire life—my entire life—and now we are experiencing the
worst of all. And if this isn't the worst of all, only God knows what is in store for us. Now, it is true that
Bibi this and Bibi that, and truly I blame him 100% for everything. That is true. He chose to have us live
this way. He chose to toss the iron dome at us instead of reaching a political solution. They chose a lot of
other things as well. Our blood is on his hands, but it's not just him. He is the root of a much deeper
problem, but it is not just him. If my words are heard by anyone, take a good look at yourselves. Look
deep inside. Ask yourselves, What are your values? Ask yourselves in light of everything you see around
you, How do your values—the ones you know you hold—fit in with what you see?

19-year-old Hamas attack survivor:



Ask yourselves that question. Really ask yourself. Ask yourselves, Who is it you vote for? Ask yourselves
what is it that you are demanding of them. I know what I am demanding. I'm demanding a just peace.
I’m demanding that Bedouins in the Negev receive the same support as Kibbutz Be’eri has. And we too
did not receive sufficient support. Civilians came to our rescue. Civilians. The government was nowhere
to be found. And I'm filled with gratitude for being at this hotel at the Dead Sea, but in a heartbeat,
every person here would give this up to get those held hostage back. By the way, twice I heard the
government barely even acknowledge the mere existence of hostages. They're acting as though they do
not exist. They drop bombs knowing that those bombs will cost the hostages their lives too. The return
of hostages, peace, fairness, and decency. If you are not interested in hearing the things I just said, then
there is no hope.

19-year-old Hamas attack survivor:

Take a moment. Weigh my words carefully. Listen. Perhaps some of my words will be difficult to hear. It is
hard for me to speak, you see, after what I went through in Be’eri. You owe me this much. You owe me
this. Not in a sense of guilt. We are all dealing with a lot. Take some time, take a break. Take care of
yourselves, take care of your families. But you owe me this. Ask yourselves who it is you vote for. Ask
yourselves what you demand of them, and do not compromise. If you let hope die, you're letting the
residents of the town surrounding Gods that die all over again. I have nothing more to say.

[end audio clip]

Andrea Chalupa (00:47:35):

And that is why we do not cheer what Hamas did. We do not cheer a life for a life. We do not cheer
terror, whether it's Bibi’s terror or Hamas' terror, because what Hamas did was they massacred people
like that. We almost lost that 19-year-old woman. We need people like that to live, survive, and work
against their government so they can usher in a new piece, which isn't going to happen overnight. But
Israel is a democracy for the Israelis. It's not a democracy for the Palestinians, clearly, because it's an
apartheid system for them. And there's occupation of Palestinian land. But we cannot kill, massacre,
torture, kidnap the peacemakers. That's why terrorism is nonsense. And I understand that riots are the
language of the unheard. I understand that Palestinians have tried for so long to do boycotts. They've
tried so long to get their voices heard, and they're up against the most powerful forces in the world.

Andrea Chalupa (00:48:39):

I understand that. I understand the asymmetrical warfare here. And I know it's apples and oranges. It's
not a perfect comparison. You can make your voices heard on that civilly, of course, towards me. But
please know that a lot of what I've studied in resistance movements, if Ukrainians did all these years,
what Hamas did, where they went inside and just terrorized, ambushed Russians, just Russian civilians
deliberately, just went in and kidnapped their children and so on, the money tap for Ukraine to survive a
genocide would be turned off so fast. There'd be no excuse for it. If Ukraine leveled a city in Russia—like
Netanyahu, like the Israelis are doing, same thing. What's the solution? What do I think every single
person needs to hold the Palestinians to in terms of their response, and the Israelis, to the Ukrainians?
How Ukrainians are held to such a high standard, how they have to show restraint, how they can only go
after military targets.

Andrea Chalupa (00:49:39):



And that's what they do. That's what they do. And they're winning the war doing that. And they're
winning hearts and minds, even in the face of extraordinary Russian-backed disinformation warfare. And
that's why I'm against fully… I'm somebody that fully stands with the two-state solution, with the end of
the Palestinian genocide, with healing and investment; real financial investment and healing into the
Palestinian future and a two-state solution; a meaningful, real two-state solution, which has been
sabotaged especially by the Israeli side. The Israeli side literally killed this two-stage solution when they
assassinated Rabin and brought that assassin's movement to power through Netanyahu. So this is on the
Israelis to show their restraint. I do not in any fiber of my being celebrate at all what Hamas did, as
though that was some glorified armed resistance.

Andrea Chalupa (00:50:37):

That's bullshit. That's evil. Anybody who's doing that, that's wrong. Wrong, wrong, wrong and you're
inciting more violence against Jewish people around the world, just like those idiots on the far right, like
that man who stabbed that child is being incited by Fox News and others against Palestinians. It works
both ways. [deep breath]

Andrea Chalupa (00:50:56)

So now we're going to look at what we're up against. Here is a tone deaf official in Netanyahu's
government, the ambassador to the United Kingdom. What you're about to hear is common. I'm hearing
this pop up in interviews with Israeli officials who represent Netanyahu's Israel. And they deflect. They
blame. They’re combative. They're awful, awful. Stephen Miller is basically running Israel right now and
lobbying thousands of bombs, 6,000 bombs, into Gaza. The head of Israel's own defense, who's
supposed to be one of the more moderate guys in the Western view, he's using genocidal language,
calling the people of Gaza animals. That's genocidal language. That's how genocides start. That's how
genocides are justified, and that's how genocides continue is through that genocidal language where you
dehumanize the other. And so this is a perfect example of what people like that young woman we just
heard from are up against in Israel and why this isn't going…We have a long road ahead of us, obviously.
So here we'll play the clip.

[begin audio clip]

Interviewer (00:52:02):

What's the view on the humanitarian crisis in Gaza this morning?

Tzipi Hotovely (00:52:05):

There is no humanitarian crisis because—

Interviewer:

There isn't?

Tzipi Hotovely:

No. Israel is in charge of the safety of the Israelis. Hamas is in charge of the safety of the Palestinians.

Interviewer (00:52:19):
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We’re been showing pictures this morning that would illustrate that there is a humanitarian crisis in
Gaza.

Tzipi Hotovely (00:52:24):

Can I ask you something?

Interviewer (00:52:25):

Yeah.

Tzipi Hotovely (00:52:26):

Are you a mother?

Interviewer (00:52:27):

Yes.

Tzipi Hotovely (00:52:28):

What would you think if your children would've been executed in front of your eyes? Would you expect
your government to think about those Nazis committing those crimes and to say, ‘Wait a second. First of
all, we need to protect the enemy. And then to protect my children.’ Your children come as priority to
your prime minister. Do you know that?

Interviewer (00:52:49):

We have been showing images this morning that illustrate that there is the humanitarian crisis in Gaza.

Tzipi Hotovely (00:52:54):

So blame Hamas and ask Hamas why they started those atrocities, walking away—

Interviewer (00:53:01):

So you acknowledge that there is a humanitarian crisis?

Tzipi Hotovely (00:53:02):

I’m saying there is no. Israelis working—

Interviewer (00:53:05):

So what do you think is happening?

Tzipi Hotovely (00:53:06):

What is happening? There is a war in Gaza; a war that Hamas started by committing a horrible massacre
on innocent Israelis. The world have seen that—

Interviewer (00:53:17):

What about the collateral damage—
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Tzipi Hotovely:

Wait a second.

Interviewer:

—of innocent civilians?

Tzipi Hotovely (00:53:17):

I just want to say and give a little bit of context… Those people created crimes that are worse than Isis.
When the Americans started this fight of Isis together with the coalition forces, over 100,000 civilians got
caught in a crossfire. Israel is trying to prevent that. Israel is better than any other army in the world. We
are alerting, we're giving them the opportunity to have a shelter, we are doing things that no other
Western army did in the past.

[end audio clip]

Andrea Chalupa (00:53:47):

And so I want to also highlight that there's this Trumpy extremist violence. Here's how the Israeli
journalist Israel Fre was treated in Tel Aviv by a mob outside his home, gathered there, harassing him just
for calling for peace.

[audio clip]

Andrea Chalupa:

There was a quiet, thoughtful protest outside the home of Israel's Minister of Economy. People gathered
to say the names of those killed in Hamas' massacre and police brutally broke up their gathering. We'll
play a clip of that.

[audio clip]

Andrea Chalupa:

I'm going to stop here and read some of the feedback from last week's episode from our listeners. So
one person wrote in, “I was raised Jewish and I've always thought that Israel is an object lesson in what
can happen when people with massive untreated PTSD are suddenly in charge of a country. While most
with PTSD don't become abusers themselves, it only takes a few at the top to go bad. It's very sad to see
that a country that was supposed to be a safe haven for Holocaust survivors has wandered so far astray.”

Andrea Chalupa (00:55:12):

Yeah, I mean, it was there from the start. Dorothy Thompson saw that from the very start that this was
ethnic cleansing. Victims themselves can be perpetrators. And so that's what we need to see here clearly
with our own eyes. And then another comment came in in response to last week's show: “I agree with
you that we don't want people to die. No one does. But to connect Ukraine and Trump and Netanyahu
and posit that a more moderate force in government is needed is completely off base. Israel was
founded on terrorism, the Nakba and excluding Palestinians. No Israeli leader ever came close to wanting
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equality for everyone. On the contrary, they considered that an existential threat. This isn't a case of lack
of balance or bad apples.”

Andrea Chalupa (00:56:02):

“That whole barrel is rotten. Palestinians’ mere existence and procreation is called a demographic threat.
Maybe a moderate wouldn't call Palestinians human animals but we don't need a more moderate force
administering ethnic cleansing, occupation, apartheid, the continued ‘mowing the grass’ (per Israeli
government)type bombings, dispositioned by legal and state sponsored settlers. We need an end to US
funding Israel, end to occupation and dismantling of its apartheid system. All the lessons white people
learned about Black liberation, they're completely forgotten and are going full on anti Palestinian. Please
wait before you object to the characterization. I'm only saying how it sounds and feels to someone with
Palestinian family. Much like in police murders of Black people, if you say you don't want to take a side or
all lives matter, you've sided with white supremacy. US Rep. Rashida Tlaib is about the only one who
made a decent statement in the US.”

Andrea Chalupa (00:57:01):

“She even uses ‘cycle of violence’ and still doesn't fuck it up like everyone else. Grieving lives lost,
necessary. Emphasizing shared humanity, check. Occupation and apartheid are to blame, facts. And it
offers hope or gives actions to take to fix it. One, end US aid for apartheid government—I would argue
defund the Pentagon, a US War machine too. Two, end the occupation and dismantle apartheid system.”
Yeah. I mean there’s… Okay, listen: the two-state solution laid out, like, here's the Palestinian state,
here's the Israeli state, and instead the Israelis occupied the Palestinian state. So yes, and the occupation
and the apartheid system. I agree with that, and I agree with it in the context of the two-state solution.
Let the Palestinians live with dignity, live with control over their resources, of their lives, in Palestinian
territory and keep the settlers out. Keep the settlers out. And have a two-state solution. That should not
be radical, but it is currently radical.

Andrea Chalupa (00:58:03):

There's such an extremist government that has the support of the core of both parties—the Centrist
Democrats and Republicans—that they've normalized and justified genocide, and it needs to stop. It's
going to have such dire consequences. I'm speaking simply to those who are self-interested. It should
stop for the sake of the genocide itself. It should stop for the sake of saving those children right now. It
should stop for the sake of that. That's enough. End there, that's enough. But for those who are
self-interested, my God, this is going to fucking bite you in the ass so hard in 2024 when people stay
home in Michigan, which has a big Palestinian… And you think, Oh, they're going to be shooting
themselves in the foot if they do that, they're going to be hurting themselves If they don't vote against
Trump in 2024. You don't understand what genocide does to a person.

Andrea Chalupa (00:58:52):

The grief, okay? The grief. I do not blame them for doing that. And that is why Biden needs to do now for
the Palestinians what he did for Ukraine. There needs to be a democratic alliance. There needs to be
rehabilitation. There needs to be a right of return for Palestinians. There needs to be dignity in the
process. There needs to be equality and balance in the process because so much of the American
establishment has contributed to the utter collapse of all peace efforts by weighing the Israeli side far
greater than the Palestinian side and just patronizing the Palestinian side. There needs to be an
amplification and greater visibility and security protection and resources invested into the grassroots
movements that are bringing together both sides to build a lasting peace and a political solution. That is
done for human rights groups, for civil society, for countries like Ukraine and Russia.

Andrea Chalupa (00:59:48):



So more of that needs to be done for Palestine and the Israeli human rights movement that is
desperately begging, as we just heard that 19 year old woman, for a political solution. There's no military
solution here. The former head of MI6 just told us that because it’s obvious for all to see. The only way
forward is a political solution and Biden has to be front and center in building that. And he can. And not
only the fate of innocent lives hangs in the balance, but the fate of our own democracy here in America
because this will really… People will stay home because they’re so demoralized and beaten down by
what they're witnessing with their own eyes. It's inescapable. It's inescapable to see what's happening
now. The truth is coming out despite any sort of media, social media blackout. It's Israel itself through its
own barbaric genocide that has blown the lid off of this.

Andrea Chalupa (01:00:43):

It's Israel itself that made the history of the Palestinian people finally visible to more people. Okay? Now,
someone on Instagram wrote, “Attempting to ignore and brush off efforts to understand why there was a
lapse in intelligence, saying it doesn't matter how it happened, that they now have to focus on fighting
the war, it seems as though they knew they let it happen and used it to fuel the war. They wanted to
distract the Israeli people and the world from what is going on, corruption in their government and the
dismantling of the judiciary to further utilize it, to continue efforts to eradicate Palestinians. Maybe I'm
wrong, but the math ain't mathin’.” You are right. The government is in chaos. And that whole,
everyone's saying, “The government caused this. The government escalated this. The government won
this war, this government amplified Hamas, invested in Hamas and sidelined other Palestinian leaders.”

Andrea Chalupa (01:01:36):

They wanted this war so as an excuse to finally push out the Palestinians and create another Nakba,
they're getting what they wanted now with this genocide. This wasn't like a fluke. They were building to
this because they are a genocidal government. They are a Stephen Miller government. And so hearing
again and again, these Israeli officials say, “Oh, we're not going to deal with the corruption. We're not
going to deal with the blame game.” The same people that drove you into war aren't going to be held
accountable? No, you hold 'em accountable now or you're only going to get more war. This is a war of
choice. I want to be very, very clear because the US officials—Blinken, all of them in the Middle East
now—used that same language when it came to Russia and Russia's full scale invasion of Ukraine. They
kept calling it “Russia's war of choice.”

Andrea Chalupa (01:02:19):

What we are seeing now against Gaza, that's a war of choice. They did not have to go into that war. They
really did not need to. What they could have done is they could have used their forces to secure their
borders, made sure there wasn't another front opening with Hezbollah in Lebanon. They could have just
secured their borders and they could have just… They did not have to do this. This was a war of choice.
They chose this. And then Netanyahu on top of that has the nerve to say it's going to be a long war. He's
warning the Americans. He's telling the Americans, the public, this is going to be a long war. So yes,
that's why we have to demand accountability now because we have to flush these assholes out of power.
And funding for Israel, there needs to be a carrot and the stick. Get rid of these assholes.

Andrea Chalupa (01:03:01):

Find the voices of peace. Amplify those voices of peace because you're going to get a prolonged chaotic
black hole of a war that's going to spread terrorist attacks around the world, targeting/killing Muslims
and Jews and all sorts of people caught in the middle. So this cannot be a long war, this war of choice
that Israel led its people into, okay? This cannot be a war of choice. It has to end. And the way you end it
is you flush out the Stephen Millers. That's what Biden and Blinken have to call for. And the
Republicans… Don't listen to them on Israel. Don't be cowed under by them. But I don't think they are. I



think the Democratic Party establishment has its own incentives of supporting Israel. We've covered that
many times on the show, including Nancy Pelosi's deep, long lasting ties to Israel. I’ll link to some of
those old Gaslit Nation episodes.

The Middle East Crisis Factory: The Iyad El-Baghdadi Interview

https://www.gaslitnationpod.com/episodes-transcripts-20/2021/4/8/the-middle-east-crisis-factory-t

he-iyad-el-baghdadi-interview

Indicted Criminal Netanyahu Starts a War to Cling to Power

https://www.gaslitnationpod.com/episodes-transcripts-20/2021/5/19/indicted-criminal-netanyahu-s

tarts-a-war-to-cling-to-power

Andrea Chalupa (01:03:49):

You can dig deeper into that. So yeah, there's staunch support for Israel from both parties. That gives me
very little hope. But I'm doing this episode to call them out and to warn the Democrats, warn Biden what
the stakes are. Okay, your reelection is on the line. Our democracy is on the line if you don't do the right
thing of calling a ceasefire and calling for a real unity movement of the grassroots power that wants to
build peace, that wants to end the apartheid, end the occupation and build a meaningful, dignified
two-state solution and bring historical healing to the Palestinian people. And a safe place, of course, for
Jews to live as well. They can share the land. Rabin gave his life for a roadmap on how they can work
towards sharing the land. And then another person wrote to Gaslit Nation: “If we do not excise our own
antisemitism and the impulse to kill one another based on a construct, hatred because of race, bigotry
and conspiracy theories, humanity will not survive.”

Andrea Chalupa (01:04:48):

“How long does anyone think you'll be until the extremists obtain nuclear weapons? Other WMDs? The
murder of Jews or Palestinians is the murder of innocent human beings. It should not matter what tribe
they belong to. These are the human tribe. Netanyahu is directly implicated. The rights and the humanity
of the Palestinians must be respected and recognized. This will never be achieved through the murder of
innocents, babies or the elderly or families. That's not how peace begins. Hamas, Hezbollah, ISIS,
Al-Qaeda are exploiting civilians because they're terrorists. They are no more concerned about human
rights than Netanyahu is.” Yeah. And now I'm going to play a clip of Yuval Noah Harari on Christiane
Amanpour. This is something that people should listen to.

[begin audio clip]

Yuval Noah Harari (01:05:34):

Hopefully we can sow seeds that will not give any fruit right now, but may give fruit in decades and make
it possible to reconcile, starting with the release of all the hostages. And it is possible for these
reconciliations to happen in history. We remember only the atrocities. I just heard you talking about the
Balkans and the wars in the former Yugoslavia in the 1990s. Everybody remembers the wars in Yugoslavia
in the 1990s. They don't remember the wars between Poland, Lithuania, and Ukraine in the 1990s. Why
not? Because it didn't happen. The history of relations between Poles and Lithuanians and Ukrainians
was as bad as between Serbs and Croats and Bosnians previously. During the 1940s, there were
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slaughters and deportations of hundreds of thousands on both sides. And what happened at the same
time of the wars in Yugoslavia is that the Polish government… Poland has a historical claim to Vilnius,
which was a Polish city. Now, the capital of Lithuania. To Lviv, now in Ukraine, previously an important
Polish city in Poland. And there was a conscious decision of the Poles in the early 1990s that history is
history. We looked at the future and they told, “We don't want this back. We want to build the future
together.”

Christiane Amanpour (01:07:07):

And now Ukraine and Poland and Lithuania are fighting for the survival of democracy for Ukraine and for
everyone.

Yuval Noah Harari:

Exactly

[end audio clip]

Andrea Chalupa (01:07:14):

So what he's saying is the example of the Poles and the Ukrainians, Lithuanians, everyone united, that
works if Palestinians and Israelis have a common enemy, because a common enemy that brings together
all those Eastern European countries is Russia. Those countries have their differences, but Russia gets
them together right quick. And so what is the common enemy for Palestinians and Israelis? And I'm
going to offer—and I know this isn't universally true right now—but the common enemy should be those
rich Middle East countries like Qatar that are trying to profit off of this war, that are trying to use the
Palestinian cause as a tool. So the common enemy should be fighting against this horrible quality of life
that further breeds terrorism. And Hamas is… You know, yes, there was an election 17 years ago, but
Hamas is awful. Hamas lowered the quality of life in Gaza. Yeah, there's going to be Palestinians that
support Hamas because they feel they have no choice.

Andrea Chalupa (01:08:13):

But the reality is that Hamas sucks. They've ruined Gaza. They've ruined the quality of life and then Israel
finished it off. Like I said, it's Russia versus Russia, genocide versus genocide. So the common enemy is
that no more being used by Qatar and these other terrorist-harboring super rich Gulf states and work
together to create a two-state solution, which becomes a hotbed for the Arab Spring, to gather, for the
democratic activists of the region to gather, a safe place where they can incubate ideas and incubate
their shared vision of a livable future. Ukraine was a hotbed for the Russian resistance. So many Russian
dissidents fled to Kyiv so they can continue their work. And activists there would say, “We're keeping the
flame of a Russian Revolution ready for when the time comes.” That's what a two-state solution could be
for Palestinians and Israelis living side by side in democracies.

Andrea Chalupa (01:09:09):

I know it sounds very naive, but there are people that want a political solution. In order to bring people
together, you do need a shared enemy. And that shared enemy, again, could be those cynical,
hypocritical, rich, terrorist-funding Gulf states. That's what could bring them together to improve quality
of life for both Palestinians and Israelis in a two-state solution. I want to also just point out that the
recent election, the victory of Poland, which was a huge deal. I've watched my friends in Poland be



heartbroken over years since 2015, eight years ago, living under a Trumpian government in Poland that
captured the courts, that captured the state media, that banned abortion, leading to at least one death
and mass protests, and creating a toxic environment for migrants, for refugees and LGBTQ+ people. They
had LGBTQ+-free zones in Poland. It was like a DeSantis nightmare in Poland for eight horrific years.

Andrea Chalupa (01:10:15):

And the way the Poles finally broke out of that is that they built a coalition. They built a coalition. There's
not going to be peace, there's not going to be an end to Netanyahu’s terror or Hamas’ terror unless there
is a coalition for peace, a political solution for peace. That can be built. It's not going to happen
overnight. The seeds can be planted and the US must visibly amplify and invest financially in those seeds,
including providing security guarantees because we're up against actual terrorists on both sides. And I
want to end finally with a reading from, yes, you guessed it: The Martin Luther King Jr. memoir that
opens the Gaslit Nation Action Guide on gaslitnationpod.com, Stride Toward Freedom, on how he, as a
young man, organized the Montgomery Bus Boycott that changed the world and put him on the map
internationally for the first time.

Andrea Chalupa (01:11:11):

And in this memoir, the reason why it opens the Gaslit Nation Action Guide is because it shows you the
intellectual journey, the spiritual journey that a young Martin Luther King Jr. went on, where he read
some of the leading thinkers throughout history, on how he finally built his own internal fight for
nonviolent resistance. It's so bold, it's so captivating, and you can get this book on Audible or wherever.
You have to get it. Everyone should own a copy of this book. When I thought I was going to run out of
tears this weekend, I got a hold of this book and I read it, and I pulled myself up. And now here I am and
I'm going to read from it for you because this is what we all need to hear. And this is again from Stride
Toward Freedom: Pilgrimage to Nonviolence.

Andrea Chalupa (01:12:00):

“To the final analysis. Agape, which means love, means a recognition of the fact that all life is
interrelated, all humanity is involved in a single process, and all men are brothers. To the degree that I
harm my brother, no matter what he's doing to me, to that extent I'm harming myself. For example,
white men often refuse federal aid to education in order to avoid giving the Negro his rights. But because
all men are brothers, they cannot deny Negro children without harming their own. They end all efforts to
the contrary by hurting themselves. Why is this? Because men are brothers. If you harm me, you harm
yourself. Love, agape, is the only cement that can hold this broken community together. When I am
commanded to love, I am commanded to restore community, to resist injustice, and to meet the needs
of my brothers. A sixth basic fact about nonviolent resistance is that it is based on the conviction that the
universe is on the side of justice.”

Andrea Chalupa (01:12:59):

“Consequently, the believer in nonviolence has deep faith in the future. This faith is another reason why
the nonviolent resister can accept suffering without retaliation, for he knows that in his struggle for
justice he has cosmic companionship. It is true that there are devout believers in nonviolence who find it
difficult to believe in a personal God, but even these persons believe in the existence of some creative
force that works for universal wholeness. Whether we call it an unconscious process, an impersonal
Brahman, or a personal being of matchless power and infinite love, there's a creative force in this
universe that works to bring the disconnected aspects of reality into a harmonious whole.” [deep breath]
And now we're going to close with a clip of an Israeli man who lost his parents calling for an end to this
war. Ceasefire now.



[begin audio clip]

Helena Humphrey (01:13:55):

As you know, we've got a situation in which Israel is preparing for a ground defensive going into Gaza.
What are your thoughts on the military response that we've seen from Israel this past week?

Maoz Inon (01:14:09):

Helena, I must tell you that I'm not crying for my parents. I'm crying for those who are going to lose their
life in this war. We must stop the war. The war is not the answer. And I beg you, I beg all the viewers and
listeners to do everything in your power to put pressure on everyone that is relevant to stop the war
immediately, to freeze the situation. In our family, we are not seeking revenge. Revenge will just lead to
more suffering and to more casualties. And even though it's the most horrible day, it was the most
horrible loss in lives in Israel since the foundation of the country, I'm afraid that the numbers can be
much bigger, an enormous number, and we must do everything to stop the war. And I'm afraid for the
soldiers, for the civilians, from both sides in Gaza, from Gaza, and in Israel, that will pay in their life. And
this is why I'm crying. And this is why it was so important to me in this very hard time to go on this
interview and to cry to the war. Stop the war. Please just stop the war.

[end audio clip]

[outro theme music, roll credits]

Andrea Chalupa (01:15:52):

Our discussion continues, and you can get access to that by signing up on our Patreon at the Truth-teller
level and higher.

To help people in Maui rebuild after the fires, donate to the Maui Strong Fund at
hawaiicommunityfoundation.org. Since Matt Gaetz and the rest of the Kremlin Kaucus want to hurt
Ukraine, Ukraine needs all the help it can get as Russia's genocide continues. Donate to Razom for
Ukraine at Razomforukraine.org. We encourage you to donate to the International Rescue Committee, a
humanitarian relief organization helping refugees from Ukraine, Syria, and Afghanistan. Donate at
rescue.org. And if you want to help critically endangered orangutans already under pressure from the
palm oil industry, donate to The Orangutan Project at theorangutanproject.org.

Gaslit Nation is produced by Sarah Kendzior and Andrea Chalupa. If you like what we do, leave us a
review on iTunes. It helps us reach more listeners. And check out our Patreon; t keeps us going.

Our production manager is Nicholas Torres and our associate producer is Karlyn Daigle. Our episodes are
edited by Nicholas Torres and our Patreon-exclusive content is produced by Karlyn Daigle. Original music
on Gaslit Nation is produced by David Whitehead, Martin Vissenberg, Nik Farr, Demien Arriaga, and
Karlyn Daigle.

Our logo design was donated to us by Hamish Smyth of the New York-based firm, Order. Thank you so
much, Hamish.

Gaslit Nation would like to thank our supporters at the Producer level on Patreon and Higher…
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